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POLICY:
Visitation for residents, families and resident representatives will be limited or restricted based on guidelines established by the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and/or the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH).  The facility will make every effort to ensure safety and adherence to infection prevention and control strategies in order to minimize any potential spread of infection. 

PURPOSE:

To prevent exposure to and spread of illness among residents. 

PROCEDURE:
1. The facility Team may consider temporarily modifying visiting hours or procedures to facilitate monitoring in a situation of community transmission of a pandemic-level infectious pathogen. 
2. If applicable, based on guidance from the CDC and NYSDOH, the facility will implement limited or restricted visitation guidelines. 
3. The facility will notify residents, families and representatives of any changes or restrictions to visitation and the reason for the limitation/restriction via the facility’s website, automated messaging system, postal mail, e-mail, and telephone call. 
4. Allowances will be made for short visitation under extenuating circumstances (e.g.  end of life situations, compassionate care).  
a. Visitor(s) must follow all established protocols for visitation to include transmission-based precautions, active screening and use of PPE as indicated. 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Signage addressing visitation restrictions will be posted at all public entrances to the facility and on the facility’s website. 
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